


= gy SR EIY)  Alongside Dolly Parton, CRYSTAL GAYLE has probably
@:@mﬁ MJ‘D‘-F{ made the biggest impression, as a female artiste, on alfxdicnce:
during the late Seventies. The acceptance has been universal, not only winning over to both
Country and pop listeners, but also to audiences that stretch far beyvond the boundaries of the
United States. Prior to her forthcoming Wembley appearance, TONY BYWORTH talked to the

lady about her career, her influences and her association with producer Allen Reynolds in the light
of the music's current development,

HE MEMORIES still exist from some

18 months back. It was the time

af the HEenny  Rogers—Crystal Gayle

British tour, and the lovely lady with

the waist long hair was rushing around

her  dressing rosm backstage  a
London's Rainbow.

She had an hour or 20 1o spare before
making it out front on stage, and was
deep in the realms of preparation,
Grasping a steam irom in hand, and
fighting the almost tropical heat that
emerged from a faulty  radiator, she
went o work on her dress, Yeb she still
maonaged to fnd time to chat,

Yes, she admitted, life had become
hectic following the announcement that
Nashville's Country Music Association
had named her Female Vocalist Of The
Year during the proceding moath, and
the concert dates were being frantically
scheduled m. But, really, it was part
of a mounting pattern that had begun
soon  after her signing with United
Artists Records back in ‘74, Now she
had Woken through to the international
market with her first Gold Single “Daon't
It Make My Brown Eves Blae™, and had
made it a donble with her album *“We
Must Believe In Magic" also striking
gold status,

A year or 50 later after the
memorable Rainbow meeting the music
world lay well and truly at Crystal
Gayle's feet

1978 was an exceptional year for the
Kentucky born lady, In Pebruary she
walked away with a Grammy for Top
Female Country  Performance  with
“Don't It Make My Brown Eyes Blue”
while, two maonths later, that same song
allowed Crystal to collect the West
Coast's Academy of Country Musics
Award of Top Female Vocalist for the
second censecultive year.

Then, towards the year's end, after "y i.'
the passing  months had seen more .
singles reaching the pumber one spot

b { :
in the Country Charts and record sales
the reaping of more gold rewards, the AYLE
members of the Country Music Assoc-

ation once again paikd their tributes, The

ludy repiatied be feat of grabing the AN ENTERTAINER FOR AL]‘. AUDI’IENCES

Female WVocalist Award—this time in

the face of stiff competition from the awodience all eager to hear her music. strike when she departed From  big
mich acclaimed Dolly Parton amongst  And it's easy to sce why Crystal Gayle sister Loretta’s label Decoa imow MCA)
I:rl_hﬂ.'f and songwriter Richard received  has struck such suceess. After all how  and signed a new deal with L:I'I-IIE-I'].-
his  just recognition of the Song many singers can you name thal's com-  Artists. The previous label association
cale gory !'l.'.lT "HT‘l’l\!-'Tl |'-}|'I"i". sistently puot such a distinctive styling did hit chariwise with her first single
. Toelay E.[':.ﬂtall Gavle is o superstar. to such o succession of sweet sounding release, *I Cried {The Blue Right Out
The days of being Loretta Lynn's "1l  melodic songs? You name ‘em—"Wrong Of My Eves)” recorded when she was
sister” and now long since passed and Road Again”, “Somebody Loves You™, 19  years old, but three subsequent
she well stands her @ound on her own  “One More Time”, “Don’t It Make Your singles failed to muster up any further
eount. The accolades, the awards, the Brown Eyes Blue”, "Why Have You positive chart TESPHIISE, :

| ¥, . N

newsprint, the praise ond the best  Left The One You Lelt Me For™ [

. : : : : et e - LS “Being n the same ‘i

sellers proudly acclaim her success. they're all hauntingly memorable long  4im, I.Ilt'l:: .[-.L-]-.,; " ‘d \t: . Hl"l?"'l b-“:-l}:
Whatsmore she's taken Country and after the record has stopped spinning. TR BCMER, Feaacng e

arossed  over, goining a vast new Success for Crystal Gavle began to Comtmued om page 16
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CRYSTAL GAYLE

Contimued [rom page 15

ta the beginning of the T0s. 1 guess
I was always thought of as Loretta’s
little sizster, the last of the zinging
family. But it never really bothered me
because 1 was never trying to be Loretta
I was just trying to be me. In Fact
I was, and still wmn, very proud of the
association. After all, loretia is a
legend, There's only one of her.

“But being on a different label did
make a difference. Once with United
Artists | found that people were no
longer looking at me as Loretta Lyon's
gister but as Crystal Gayle™

The UA association kicked off wall,
scoring 4 Top 40 hit with the BEd &
Patsy Brue song “Hestless” during July
1974. The session was produced by
Keslo Herston, Then Herston left the
UA  situation amd  Allen  Reynolds
entered the picture.

“Allen Reynolds iz the best thing
that's ever happened to me in Country
music”® Crystal immediately acknow-
lediges. “What made us cick right from
thie beginning was that we were both
on the same wavelength musically®.

The clicking whipped into  action
instantly at the beginning of 75 with a
Top 10 eptry “"Wrong Road Again®,
and continwed during the year with two
other Top 20 hits, “Beyond You" and
“This Is My Year For Mexico™ All
three songs were to be found on
Crystal's debut albom “Crystal Gayle™,
which also stacked up its share of chart
actian.

It was at the beginning of 1976 that

the Gayle-Reynolds relationship really
started o weave its own  distinctive
pathway. The attractive Bevnolds

original “Somebody Loves You™ brought
the singer back in w the Top 10 regions,
and was followed by Crystal going right
to the top with “I'l Get Ower You™,
the first time that songwriter Richard
Leigh would play on impressive role in
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the ladv's musical life. Then 76 was
seen out with “One More Time®, a
brilliantly imaginative song that con-
jured up images of the continent and
the strains of Edith Piaf. By now
Crystal Gayle was being tipped as the
next major star, and Allen Revnoids
production  waz  being counted  ag

nothing but wholly original.
“It was never our intention to widen
the ficld of the music” Crystal states

MOMENT of CELEBRATION, The 1578
Academy of Counbry Music Awards
cveming, and Top Female Vocalist
Crystal Gayle in the company of Mickey
Gilley and Barhi Benton.

i explanation of the doo’s success in
terms of the songs and the production,
“We've just looked for material that 1
Ik to sing and Allen hkes to produoce,
whether it be Country or just a little
more poppish. We've never looked for
a zound, but rather songs and then left
il to work ilsell out the hest way™,

Allen Reynolds looks at the situation
a  little more peecisely, citing Crystal
das an exciting, imventive artiste whoss
ned scared of trying something fresh,

“She's a good singer and has wide
musical exposure n her background”
he explaimed during  the eonrse of a
lengthy CMP interview a  wvear back
“kay, she's Loretta's httle sister and
that's a strong part of her musical
exporience, but among her idols as a
teenager were Drenda Lee and Lesley
Gore, S0, in getting to know Crystal
at the beginning, 1 became quickly
aveare that she liked a lot of different
things and that she was capable of
trying a lot of different things.

*1 lowve working with her because she
dovs possess the courage to btry some
thing diffcrent. It it falls flat on itz face,
it's alright as lonr as we tried hard and
thought it was good. AL Jeast we tried
o entertain o hnt, sometimes, you
fail.™,

Faillure, however, 1% something that's
been ome  hunderd  per oent elusive Lo
the Gavle-Revnolds assocation.  With
production skills learmmt over the years
from  his  Memphiz  mentor  Jack

Clements—and perfected in the
company of Clements, Dickie Les, Don
Willinms, Boly McDill and others during
the artistically creative JM1 Becords
days—Allen Bewynolds perfectly compli-
mented Crystal’s  beaotifolly  atiractive
vocals. The success speaks for itself
1977 started off with a number one
record, “You Never Mizss A Real Good
Thing (Till He Says Goodbye)”, and
it's been that way ever sinee—"T Do
It All Over Again”, "Dont 1t Make My
Brown Eyes Blue" (during 1977),
“Ready For The Times To Get Better”,
“Talking In Your Sleep” (during 1978)
and, most recently, “Why Have You
Left The One You Left Me For™ all
went straight to the top of the charis,

iIt's also interesting to note that.
during the latter part of 77 the inevi-
tible happencd as  Crystal’s  earliér
recorded material started to creep out
on the market. It ocoured with the re
issuing of “I've Cried (The Blues Right
Out OFf My Eyes)™ but, even following
on the award winning heels of “Don't
It Make My Brown Eves Blue™ and
the fairly close association of titles, the
single failed to gain more than a Top
40 placing, And, around the same time,
MCA issued an wlbum bearing the same
title, the first time that a collection
of the artiste’s early recordings had
been gathered together in one packagel.

But, how do vou measure sucoess?
In spite of the number one records,
the praise and the accolades, Crystal
Gayle has received criticism of “selling
out Country” from certain quarters, The
reasoning lay with songs that might
not be considered strictly Country, oand
a presentation that may have swong
away from the norm and the acceptable.

Allen Reyoolds first  picked up the
slight rumblings of  discontent  with
Cryvstal Gayle's third album, “Crystal”

*1 was wvery proud of it becaose |
felt it was a good step forward for
Crystal™ he recalled. *One Country
publication took a Fairly favourable
stand towards it but bemoaned the
fact that it wasn't more like the pro-
ceding  albuni mone steel guitar,
dobro  and  songs  like we had the
previous time, 1 had loved that albam
as well, and it had dome good things
for Crystal. buat wvou dont want the
same things every tme™,

The next album, “We Most Bolieve
In Magic”, had provided even more
changes. While it contained substantial
songs [rom some of the finest Country
writers  around  like Reynolds, Rob
MeDill, Richard Leigh and Bobby Bond,
it mingled such material with the likes
of Irving Berlin's "It's All Might With
Me™ and a revival of Jun Lowe's 1556
pop/rock ‘0" roll hit “Green Doar™,

Then, bringing the picture up o date,
came “When I Dream", an albim which

has mnotched uwp considerable record
sales and won over to both Country
and pop buyers. Again the mixture is

widespread, though more Tavouring the

Country origing this time with titles
like  *“Wayward Wind™, “Someday
Spon®™, “T Stll AMiss Someone™ and
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Sandy Mason Theorel’s haunting “When
I Dream™,

But where does a Couniry recording
begin and end these days, and should
an artiste overlook artistic development
in fovour of treading the familiar path-
way? In the case of Crystal Guyle, a
finely original talent, it would add up
to almost an insult to carb her artistic
skills: when she quite clearly possesses
the skills to innovate.

Cryvstal, of course, bkas her own
thoughts on the way that the music
has developed in recent years,

“Country is definately broadening its
appeal and more people are turning to
it" she says. “1 think that's due to
people  like Wavlon Jennings, Willie
Melsan,  (Hivia Newton-John and
Emmylou Harris. They've made people
aware of Country music sven though,
like Olivia, it's been in the sense that
she  shouldn't be Country, People
started asking “what is Country' and, as

a follow through, started listening to
Country music'
Nevertheless  Crystal Cavie's  roots

are strictly Country, and she wouldn't
dream of ulling a pop song just for
the sake of reaching the pop market.
Happily her background allows her 1o
develop with the contemporary market.

“I haven't met resistance to what
I'm doing because of my roots. Nobody's
said to me ‘we can't play your record
beconse pou're not Country’. I've also
had such a string of good records in
the Country market in the Stotes, and
have good response at my shows If

COUNTRY MUSIC PEQFLE

they didot enjoy  the  shows  they
wouldn't buy my records.
“l believe the markels are just

opening up. Country radio stations are
playing pop songs and pop stations are
playing Country songs, There's a middle
right now with people like Emmyloo

MORE TRIDMPHS, Ar the 1978 CMA
Awards, a new look (for the evening
only) Crystal Gayle walks with the
Female Vocalist Award. In the back-
ground, presenfter Dom Retd of  the
Staller Brothers,

Harris amd Linda Ronstadl, and 1'm in
that middle section.

“To me jt's jost a style and it will
change like everything clse., I'm  just
glod I camc along at the right Hme.
People are tired of hearing male voices
—but that'll change in time, "o,
Everything does. 1 just want my music
to reach the widest possible andienco™.

Crystal Gavle has won out and her
presentation possesses o duorohility
that's goaranteed to long outlast music
treowds. She also holds a  philosophical
approach that shouwld please even the
staunchest of diehard Country devolees.

“I certminly don want to Josc my
Country audience but, at the same time,
I dom't want to limil my style. It's all
a queston of growing, T think. You can
grow too fazt and things can get oot
of hand, 1 think voun necd a little of
the Los Angeles inflocnce, But as much
a5 | admire Dolly Parton, T don't think
I would go about things quite the way
she has™.

CRYSTAL GAYLE
DISCOGRAPHY

I've Cried The Blue Right Oul Of My
Ewes—MCA Corael CDIL 0039

Crusiol Goyle—Urifed Arbeziz  UA-
LA3GS-G fAmercian release)
Somebady Loves Yeou—United
UAS 20537

Crystal—United Artista UAS 28073
We Must Believe In Magio—United
Artists UAG 30108
When 1| Dream—Unled
30169
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